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 All Member Show: Jan 17-Feb 13 

       Open House Sun, Jan 17, 1-3 p.m. 

 

 ALAC Annual Meeting: Thurs, Jan 28, 7 p.m. 

 

 “Art With Heart” Exhibit: Feb 13- Mar 26  

        Gallery Hours: 10 a.m.—2 p.m. Tues—Sat 

        Feb 13—Feb 20 at Freeborn Bank Building 

        Feb 27—Mar 26 at The Albert Lea Art Center 

        Opening Event: “Love Is In the Air” 

         Sat, Feb 13 at 5pm   

 

 All Albert Lea Schools Art Show: Mar 6-26 

Held at the Northbridge Mall 

        Open House Sunday, Mar 6, 1-4 p.m. 

Made possible by the voters of Minnesota through a grant from the Southeastern Minnesota Arts Council  

 thanks to a legislative appropriation from the arts & cultural heritage fund 

226 W. Clark St., PO Box 313 Albert Lea, MN 56007 Ph: 507-373-5665 

Like us on Facebook 

Albert Lea Art Center/ Art On Broadway 

Art Shop & Gallery Hours: 

10 a.m.—2 p.m. Tue—Sat 

Closed all holidays 

Ph: 507-373-5665 

alartcenter@gmail.com 

www.thealbertleaartcenter.org 

ALBERT LEA ART CENTER ANNUAL MEETING  
JAN 28, 7 PM at the Albert Lea Art Center,  226 W. Clark St.  
 
All individuals who hold membership at the Albert Lea 
Art  Center are encouraged to attend and participate at the  
annual meeting.  The Art Center has promise of a great future 
in Albert Lea.  We need the best ideas and participation from 
this very supportive community. The Annual Meeting is an 
opportunity to do so.   
 
 
Board Members Changes 
We welcome long-time Art Center artist and supporter Beth 
Tostenson as she returns to the Board.  
 
We thank Lu Callstrom for her long and faithful service as she 
leaves the Board. 
 
The By-Laws of the Art Center allow for 10-15 individuals on 
the Board.  The only requirements are regular attendance at 
Board meetings, a willingness to provide leadership and par-
ticipate in the activities sponsored by the Art Center.  One 
need not be an artist; an organization such as this needs a   
variety of talents and abilities.  If you think that you have the 
interest, time and energy to work for the enhancement of the 
arts in Albert Lea, let Joyce our office manager know. 
 
Donna Widenhoefer,  ALAC Vice President  

Love Is In The Air 
Save the date of Sat, Feb 13, for a Valentine's Day 
event.  The event is co-sponsored by the Art Cen-
ter, The Interchange, and the Heritage Preservation 
Commission. 
It will be held at the Interchange and the Freeborn 
Bank Building at 5:00pm.  It is an event that high-
lights an historical building (heart bombing activi-
ties) and also is the opening of the Art Center's 
Gallery show. 
 
ACTIVITIES start at 5 p.m.  
 “Art With Heart” Gallery Exhibit Opening  
 Complimentary glass of wine tasting              

& appetizer  
 Music by Chloe Hope & Todd Utpadel 
 Swing dance demonstration with participation 
 Many great door prizes! 
       

No cover charge 
For those who stay for dinner, the Interchange will 
have a special sweetheart menu. 
 

DON’T MISS THIS GREAT EVENT!! 



Art Classes for Adults 
 

All classes will be held at the Albert Lea Art Center, 226 West Clark Street.      
For more information and to register, call 373-5665. 

WINTER WONDERMAN Canvas Painting Class by Judy Gordon 

16”x 20” Canvas  

Sunday, January 24, 2016 

1:00-3:00pm 

Cost $35 

Supplies provided. Please register by Friday, Jan 15  

Art Class for Children held at Southwest Middle School 

Let’s Draw & Paint (1
st-4th Grade)  Beth Tostenson 

Painting and drawing can boost your child’s confidence and artistic skills regardless 
of age and ability. Learn different painting techniques using a variety of tools that 
will produce unique effects and beautiful seasonal paintings. Bring paint-friendly 
clothes 

Tuesdays, January 12, 19 & 26 

3:30-4:30pm  

Cost $47, 3 Sessions 

Register through Albert Lea Community Education 

Beginning Watercolor Class by Beth Tostenson    

3 sessions: Thursdays, February 4, 11 &18    

10am-noon    

Cost $58 (Limit 8) 

Find that hidden passion! Give watercolor painting a whirl. Your instructor 
has years of experience painting and teaching. Learn the very basics of this 
medium; how to control water vs. pigment, the benefits of good paints, pa-
pers and brushes. Then learn techniques that can be used to give you interest 
to your paintings. We will be doing floral and a landscape.  Be prepared to 
have fun!  Art supplies will be provided.    

Watercolor Class for Experienced Artists by Beth Tostenson         

Friday, February 5, 2016 10am-3pm  

Cost $25 (Limit 8) 

Join us for a fun filled day of painting, sharing and learning something new. 

This one session class is for adults who have had some experience with wa-

tercolor painting. Bring your own art supplies.    



  All Members Show   

 January 17-Febuary 13, 2016 

This popular Albert Lea Art Center annual Gallery Exhibit 
begins with an Open House on Sunday, January 17 from 
1pm-3pm. Every year our members are invited to display 
their art in a professional setting. Although some of the 
artists are familiar to many in Albert Lea, some members 
use this opportunity to display their art just once a year. 

 It’s also fun for us to showcase the talent of our new exhibi-

tor’s artwork to the public. Look for the “1st Time Exhibitor” 

stickers! This exhibit is always a surprise, not knowing what 

our members will bring in. Gallery hours are Tuesday-

Saturday, 10am-2pm and the show continues through Feb 6. 

Stop in to check out our first  gallery exhibit of 2016! 

MERNA SUNDE ART COLLECTION 

The incredible gift of the Merna Sunde art collection has brought a whole new atmos-

phere to the Art Center.  With more than a hundred pieces of original art and over a 

thousand prints, the collection has caused some unusual conversations – like “What on 

earth are we going to do…?” and “Where are we going to store…?” and “What pieces will 

we keep?” 

One by one these questions are being answered.  The dedicated committee, Bill Schmidt, Deane Winegar, Lu 

Callstrom, Grace Skaar, and chaired by Bev Jackson Cotter, has met several times, inventoried, photographed, 

and catalogued the pieces.  Jim Wegner, retired Riverland instructor, has evaluated the collection, and a few 

paintings were displayed for sale during the “Christmas on Clark” show.  About twenty-five of the paintings 

were selected for the Art Center’s permanent collection and will eventually be displayed on a rotating basis.  

The balance of the pieces will be marketed in a future showing.  Meanwhile they will be stored in a safe, se-

cure, climate controlled environment. 

Merna Sunde’s art is unusual, exciting, and beautiful, and it arouses the curiosity of all who view it.  Her estate 

gift will allow us to share it with the community for years to come. 

Elementary/Secondary Student Art Show  

March 6-26, 2016 held at Northbridge Mall 

Sponsored by:  the Albert Lea Art Center, Albert Lea Area 
Schools, and the Northbridge Mall. 

Open House Sunday, March 6, 1pm-4pm. 

 Exhibit hours:  Tuesday-Friday, 2pm-6pm 
   Saturday, 10am-5pm 
   Sunday, 1pm-4pm   

   Monday Closed 



President’s Letter 

We can look back at 2015 with pride and excitement!!  
What a great year the Albert Lea Art Center had!  We 
had spectacular shows, an informative and fun lecture 
series, and a number of very successful special events! 

I have no doubt that 2016 will be every bit as successful 
in providing quality shows and events to the Albert Lea 
community.  This is due to the wonderful and dedicated 
board of directors and to our members.  Your involve-
ment and participation is most appreciated!! 

Remember:   Together 
  Everyone 
  Achieves 
  More 

Tom Ferleman ALAC President 

On behalf of the Art on Broadway Shop, we are 
grateful for the blessings 2015 brought us and 
would like to wish all the members and artists a 
happy, healthy and prosperous new year of 2016.  
 
New to the AOB's art supplies in 2015 is the Adult 
Coloring Book, a popular trend hitting the nation! 
Locally, we have had a great response from the 
community and have expanded our supply of color-
ing book & colored pencil vendors for our custom-
ers.  We invite you to stop in during the Albert Lea 
Art Center’s Open Studio, Wednesdays, 10am-2pm, 
to color with us or to work on other artwork.  
 
Stop in OUR shop to purchase your art sup-
plies.  Did you know that 30% of shop sales sup-
ports the Albert Lea Art Center?  Joyce is here 
Tuesday-Friday and Ruth is here every Satur-
day, 10am-2pm to help our artist customers. We 
welcome volunteers who are interested in working 
in the shop. Training provided! 
 
Thanks for your support, 
Leo Held, AOB Manager  Dorothy Godtland Lecture Series 

 
We have just completed our fifth year of the Godtland Lectures Se-
ries.  The Godtland Series was named in honor of Dorothy Godtland a 
very generous donor to the Albert Lea Art Center.  She is the sister of 
Board Member, Bev Jackson Cotter. 
 
The final presentation this year was Bruce Stolaas, a Norwegian Christ-
mas.  It was our largest attendance to date.   The average attendance 
throughout the years has been 21. It all started with a poetry reading by 
Jack and Nancy Hockenberry in 2011.  We have learned a lot from our 
presenters.  Topics have ranged from travel programs to be keeping to 
alternative health options. 
 
The past five years the selection committee consisting of Grace Skaar, 
Carole Wolter, and Marty Shepard has tried to create a slate of programs 
that provides a good variety to the community. 
 
We will be looking for a replacement for Carole.  We wish to thank her 
for her commitment to the program.  Anyone interested in serving on the 
committee should call the Art Center. 
 
The lecture has always been held on the third Thursday of the month, 
April through December. 
 
The dates for 2016 are: 
April 21, May 19, June 16 
July 21, August 18, September 15, 
October 20, November 17, December 15 
 
Marty Shepard 
Artist Director 

Festival of Trees 2015 “Winter Wonderland” 

The Albert Lea Art Center’s annual Festival of 

trees was a big hit this year. It started off with an 

Evening of Dazzle that was enjoyed by all that 

attended and they are hoping we are doing it 

again next year, which we are planning on. We 

had over 1800 people come through to see the 

trees during the month.  The Albert Lea Art Cen-

ter puts on the event, but anyone can help deco-

rate a tree.  Several people are already working 

on ideas for next year.  The theme for next year is 

“Home for Christmas” and is already in the plan-

ning stages.  But you don’t want to miss the 

opening night “Evening of Dazzle”.  More on the 

Festival of the Trees in the fall. 

Albert Lea Art Center Festival of Trees Committee 
 Lu Callstrom and Darlyne Paulson, Co-Chairs 

Art on Broadway 



Albert Lea Art Center Membership 

New________________Renewal___________ (Make check payable to Albert Lea Art Center) 

Name__________________________________________________ Phone________________________ 

Address______________________________________________________________________________ 

City__________________________________________________State_____________________ZIP______ 

Email Address____________________________________________________________________________ 

Albert Lea Art Center 226 W. Clark St., PO Box 313, Albert Lea, MN 56007 

Email: alartcenter@gmail.com  www.thealbertleaartcenter.org 

____________Friend $50 

____________Household $40 

____________ Individual $30 

____________ Student/Senior $25 

Volunteer Opportunities 

  Gallery 

 Art on Broadway 

 Art & Garden Tour 

 Refreshments 

 Event Host 

 

 Committees 

 Artist/Medium 

 Pumpkin Painting 

 Festival of Trees 

 Teacher/Class Description 

______________Patron $1000 

______________Gold $500 

______________Silver $250 

______________Bronze $100 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

Welcome to all of you who have renewed your ALAC membership for 2016.  As you know, our temporary location on West Clark 

Street has not hampered our activities, shows, lectures, exhibitions, etc. etc. etc.  In fact, the community response to our events 

has been great.  We float for another few months waiting on the Cohen-Esrey grant application results, and then move on to a 

permanent site.  Meanwhile, it is business as usual.   

For those of you who have not yet renewed your membership, please know that your support is much appreciated and needed 

for continuing operations.  You might consider bumping up a category when you fill out the following form. 

In a recent conversation, the broad variety of Art Center activities was being discussed – the Coco Chanel fashion show, face 

painting during Wind Down Wednesdays, the incredible collection of Christmas Trees, the Trivia Contest, all of the gallery shows, 

the lecture series, the classes for people of all ages, the list goes on and on.  Then the statement was made, “Just look as what we 

offer to the community.  What a hole it would leave, if we were not here.” 

Please give that statement some thought as you make out your membership renewal.  Our 56 year history has provided unique 

art experiences to almost two generations of area folk.  That’s a lot to be proud of. 

Bev Jackson Cotter, Membership Committee Chair 

ALAC Newsletter Advertising Sponsors 
We are looking for additional business sponsors for our quarterly newsletter. Cost is 
only $40 per year. We mail  to  nearly 250 Albert Lea Art Center member families. 
Please call Joyce at 373-5665 if you are interested. 
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